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Developmental Evaluation

• Developmental evaluation refers to long-term, partnering relationships 
between evaluators and those engaged in innovative initiatives and 
development. 

• Processes include asking evaluative questions and gathering information 
to provide feedback and support developmental decision-making and 
course corrections along the emergent path. 

• The evaluator is part of a team whose members collaborate to 
conceptualize, design and test new approaches in a long-term, on-going 
process of continuous improvement, adaptation, and intentional change. 

• The evaluator’s primary function in the team is to elucidate team 
discussions with evaluative questions, data and logic, and to facilitate 
data-based assessments and decision-making in the unfolding and 
developmental processes of innovation.

Michael Quinn Patton (2008)
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EVALUATING PUBLIC LEGAL EDUCATION 

SPHERES OF INFLUENCE AND IMPACT 
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